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skin of the subject, much in the manner of 
previous books by Cornish-Bowden (Principles of 
Enzyme Kinetics and Fundamentals of Enzyme 
Kinetics). What mathematics there is is not dif- 
ficult and will not obstruct the non-mathematical 
student from following the thread of the 
arguments. 
On the negative side, I felt that the book would 
have benefitted from a few pages of introduction 
stating why it is important to study enzyme kinetics 
and why we want to determine kinetic parameters. 
As the series aims to inform readers of the ‘very 
latest ideas’ in a particular subject, it would 
perhaps have been appropriate to introduce newly 
emerging systems (e.g. DNA-specific enzymes) in 
the context of the application of steady-state 
kinetics. I felt that some aspects of the subject were 
overemphasised, such as labouring over the 
relative merits of different linear plots of the 
Michaelis-Menten equation, when most students 
are likely to have access to a computer and a non- 
linear regression programme. 
Although I enjoyed reading this book, it is not 
exactly clear what niche it will occupy. It is unlike- 
ly to be viewed as a replacement for Cornish- 
Bowden’s ‘Fundamentals’ or other basic enzyme 
kinetics texts, on the grounds of not being com- 
prehensive enough. It would perhaps serve as a 
refresher text either for undergraduates wishing to 
revise the subject in an easily digestible form or for 
the more senior biochemist needing to be reminded 
of the basic concepts of steady-state kinetics. 
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Unnatural Selection 
Recent, rapid advances in our understanding of 
fundamental aspects of the evolutionary origin and 
development of life inspired the holding of an 
inter-disciplinary conference, intended to con- 
tribute towards the integration of our expanding 
knowledge in various fields related to this theme. 
The proceedings of the conference, held in Sweden 
in 1985, are available in book form. 
This compendium contains 47 articles on 
associated themes, divided into four sections 
(prebiotic systems and evolutionary pathways; 
nucleic acids and informational systems; proteins 
and enzymatic functions; complex systems and 
organisation), and it can be recommended to all 
researchers with an interest in this field, both as a 
source-book and as fun to browse through. The 
contributions are almost all of high standard, and 
two and a half years after the conference the 
material has retained its topicality. 
Now for the bad news. 
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In days of old, there were authors, who wrote 
books. But today’s successful scientist has no time 
to write books. Instead, (s)he resorts to the 
quicker, more extrovert and less painful procedure 
of organising symposia and collating the con- 
tributors’ manuscripts, which conniving publishers 
bind sumptuously and vend assiduously. 
I have long held that this is no way to satisfy the 
scientific bibliophile, and the compendium under 
review provides an excellent confirmatory exam- 
ple. The contributions to the conference have been 
crammed together without (apart from the subdivi- 
sion into four sections, for which read sessions) 
any regard to structure, homogeneity, continuity, 
readability or language, to say nothing of the 
aimed-at integration of the disciplines represented. 
A welcome exception is the first section on 
prebiotic chemistry and evolution, which shows 
well the threads of logic, of chemistry and of 
history linking the stages in the emergence of life 
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from the ‘primaeval soup’. However, the continui- 
ty here is due largely to the preponderance of con- 
tributions from the Gottingen and other, 
co-evolved schools of thought. The single ‘out- 
sider’ in this section bears the provocative title 
‘. . .Construction of Coding Sequences is Based 
upon the Principle of Musical Composition’ and 
includes three pages of staff notation; a pity that 
it should be such an eye-catcher, since, on closer 
study, its presence among the erudite papers by 
Miller, Eigen and others makes it embarrassing 
reading. Similar blunders occur in other sections. 
One of the many mouth-watering titles in the sec- 
tion on protein function is ‘The Structural Basis of 
Photosynthetic Light Reactions in Bacteria’. 
However, the text of this article amounts to just 
over half a page, which some may feel does not do 
the topic justice. Another paper deals with the 
crystal structure of a restriction endonuclease com- 
plexed with its substrate: sound science, and good 
reading too, but what has it got to do with evolu- 
tion? The word is not used in the whole paper. 
laid not at the door of the editors or the authors, 
but at the lofty gates of Cambridge University 
Press, whose seal proudly vaunts its royal charter 
of 1534 ‘to print all manner (sic) of books’. It is 
obviously right to publish the proceedings of a 
conference, qua conference proceedings, if general 
interest and market forces justify this. But it is a 
different matter to type-set hem on glossy paper in 
Beano-annual format, give them a catchy title and 
call the resulting pot-pourri a book. This is not to 
belittle the individual contributions in themselves. 
But for f40 I expect more than an unrefereed once- 
off journal, even if the papers and reviews it con- 
tains are as impeccable as their authors’ 
credentials. 
After the above was written, I heard that Cam- 
bridge University Press had been bound by con- 
tract to the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences to 
publish the proceedings verbatim. If this is true, so 
much the worse for CUP. You make your bed and 
lie on it. 
The blame for this chaotic presentation must be Paul Woolley 
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Hardly a month seems to pass without the 
publishing of a manual on techniques in molecular 
biology. On reflection, this is a measure of the rate 
at which ideas and approaches in this field are 
changing and the rapid increase in the size of the 
market for such texts. In the past the measure of 
success of a new contribution to this area was how 
it compared to the Maniatis manual on gene clon- 
ing, probably the most popular laboratory text on 
the subject. So how does Current Protocols in 
Molecular Biology stand up to this most rigorous 
of comparisons? In general terms the answer has to 
be favorably and for a range of reasons. Firstly, 
the book is sold as a series of ring-bound protocols 
which can be detached from the folder and used 
conveniently on the bench, so while you are 
following the steps in making a cosmid library 
your friend on the other side of the bench can be 
studying the alternative ways available for making 
RNA. It is a book designed to be used in the lab. 
Secondly, once the manual has been purchased 
quarterly updates are available at a cost of $95 per 
year. This should allow the owner always to have 
the latest advances at hand although whether or 
not this amounts to a good financial investment 
will depend upon how much updating occurs in 
any year. Thirdly, the description of the ex- 
perimental procedures is accompanied by clear 
diagrams where they are needed, useful 
background information about the uses and pit- 
falls of a particular method and a list of references. 
All of these make the manual easy to use. 
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